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Understanding the Historical Approach to Feminism
 European Feminism history reveals the broader and the much significant aspects of feminism that has for long been taken for granted in America. For instance, it makes us see women in the economic, social and political context which significantly helps to dissect and recover the dissenting and the prevailing opinions about how our societies are organized. Studying the history of women will also help users to examine the political dynamics that are related to the interplay of the differing views. In America, Feminism was just as simple as any person who portrayed feminism. On the contrary, Feminism in accordance to the Europeans was a movement or a theory the was dedicated to the advancement of women position by enabling them to make achievement in matters of economic, political and legal rights and make them equal to those accorded to men (p. 122, paragraph 3).
In the history of France, the word feminism emphasized the individual rights of women as opposed to attempts to make the rights and privileges of women equal to those of men. The theory of feminism and the running of the family was an essential aspect of the wellbeing of women in France before the 19th century. Over time the term feminism gained more significance and women were accorded more rights such as those of choice in matters of marriage, voting and property ownership. The socio-economic argument in the early years of feminism in France led to views from various organizations such as the socialists, religious leaders advocating for the need for women to put the matters of the family before any personal ambitions to enhance national cohesion. The efforts the people of France to ensure nationalism made the term feminism lose significance as it was not discussed often.  
The individualistic arguments suggested that a person should always be viewed as a basic unit without regard to gender or sex. On the other hand, the rationalists were of the idea that a relationship between a male and a female was to be viewed as the basic unit of existed.  Rationalists regarded the rights of women as rights only specific to them that are related to their capability to bear children and bring them up. On the other hand, the individualist is of the idea that women should be accorded freedom and independence in all aspects of life including matters of sex and childbearing (p. 136, paragraph 1).
Studying women and gender from the perspective of feminism is essential as it sheds light on how far we have gone in attempts to make women be seen as equal to men in society. Today there are still many cases of sexual assault in colleges, and there is still a widespread underrepresentation of women in matters of politics, and also women are still receiving little pay as compared to men. Involvement in the studies of women helps grow one's curiosity in the matters of how women are seen in society as well as how the media and religion portray them. One gets to understand how the long-held stereotypes about women affect the literature and politics of today. Studying gender and women helps one understand the stage we are at in the fight against rights violations and hence helps us come up with strategies to minimize the disparities. 
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